
A unique data set

Discussing the relationship between voting rights and recidivism (return to prison) is often difficult due to 
a lack of  comparable data. In 2011, the Florida Parole Board commissioned a report on the recidivism rates of 
individuals who had their voting right restored. The report focused on recidivism rates between 2009-2011. 
Comparing this data to Florida Department of Corrections report analyzing the overall recidivism rate gives 
us a uniquely useful data set to discuss, quantitatively, the correlation between voting rights and recidivism.     

A dramatic difference

The Florida Department of Corrections measures the three-year recidivism rate, meaning the return to 
prison within three years of release. The three-year recidivism rate for all Floridians consistently hovers 
around 25%. Between 2009-2011 specifically, the average three-year recidivism rate was 26%.¹ The 2009-
2011 three-year recidivism rate for Floridians who had their voting rights restored was 4.5%, less than one 
fifth of the overall average.²  
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Restoring voting rights promotes public safety

	   Leadership for the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), a professional association for 
law enforcement worldwide that supports members in all aspects of their professional responsibilities to 
advance more effective policing, has long recognized civil rights restoration upon completion of sentence 
as an important element of a larger strategy to reduce recidivism by promoting successful re-entry into 
society, thereby advancing public safety interests.⁴ 
	   The only available evidence, both quantitative and qualitative, indicate that restoring voting rights 
encourages pro-social behavior, and discourages the recommission of crimes.⁵ This is an important issue 
not only for the civic health of our state, but also for public safety. 


