Margaret Thatcher (1925-2013) became Britain's first female prime minister in 1979, a role
in which she served until 1990. Five years later, she wrote about her unmwavering faith in
liberal democracy, its moral underpinnings, and the citizen’s role in protecting it. In
addressing Americans, she shared why the United States has an essential role in the world’s
democratic future. This is from her 1995 essay, “The Moral Foundations of Democracy.”

I am an enthusiast of democracy because it is about more than the will of the
majority. If it were only about the will of the majority, it would be the right of the majority to
oppress the minority. The American Declaration of Independence and Constitution make it
clear that this is not the case. There are certain rights which are human rights and which no
government can displace. And when it comes to how you Americans exercise your rights under
democracy, your hearts seem to be touched by something greater than yourselves. Your role in
democracy does not end when you cast your vote in an election. It applies daily; the standards
and values that are the moral foundations of society are also the foundations of your lives.

Democracy is essential to preserving freedom. As Lord Acton reminded us, “Power
tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” If no individual can be trusted with
power indefinitely, it is even more true that no government can be. It has to be checked, and
the best way of doing so is through the will of the majority, bearing in mind that this will can
never be a substitute for individual human rights.

I am often asked whether I think there will be a single international democracy,
known as a “new world order.” Though many of us may yearn for one, I do not believe it
will ever arrive. We are misleading ourselves about human nature when we say, “Surely we're
too civilized, too reasonable, ever to go to war again,” or, “We can rely on our governments to
get together and reconcile our differences.” Tyrants are not moved by idealism. They are
moved by naked ambition. Idealism did not stop Hitler; it did not stop Stalin. Our best hope as
sovereign nations is to maintain strong defenses. Indeed, that has been one of the most
important moral as well as geopolitical lessons of the 20th century. Dictators are encouraged
by weakness; they are stopped by strength. By strength, of course, I do not merely mean
military might but the resolve to use that might against evil. The price of freedom is still, and
always will be, eternal vigilance.

Free societies demand more care and devotion than any others. They are, moreover,
the only societies with moral foundations, and those foundations are evident in their political,
economic, legal, cultural, and, most importantly, spiritual life. CONTINUED
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We who are living in the West today are fortunate. Freedom has been bequeathed to us.
We have not had to carve it out of nothing; we have not had to pay for it with our lives.
Others before us have done so. But it would be a grave mistake to think that freedom
requires nothing of us. Each of us has to earn freedom anew in order to possess it.

We do so not just for our own sake, but for the sake of our children, so that they may build
a better future that will sustain over the wider world the responsibilities and blessings of
freedom.



